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FIANNA FAIL SWEARS ALLEGIANCE 


i y.. Irish Government’s measure to 
compel all candidates at elections to 
take the oath of allegiance, introduced 
after the recent assassination of Vice- 
President Kevin O’Higgins, has very near- 
ly upset President Cosgrave’s Ministry. 
Instead of splitting de Valera’s Fianna 
Fail, as expected, the forty-three Republi- 
can deputies, including Mr. de Valera, un- 
expectedly took the oath on August 11 and 
assumed their seats in the Dail. This 
move brought enough votes to the Opposi- 
tion to upset the Government, but a no-con- 
fidence motion introduced by Tom John- 
son, leader of the Irish Labor Party, was 
dramaticaliy lost by one vote on August 
16, and the Dail adjourned at once until 
October 11. Seventy-one votes were cast 
by the Opposition composed of the Lrish 
Labor Party, Fianna Fail and Captain 
William Redmond’s National League. The 
Government also was able to marshal ex- 
actly seventy-one votes, and the deciding 
ballot was cast by the Speaker of the 
House, the absence of one member of the 
Redmond group giving the Government 
its slight margin of victory. 

President Cosgrave’s introduction of 
three bills in the Dail the last week in 
July brought the Irish crisis to a head: 
1. The public safety bill, authorizing the Gov- 
ernment to suppress unlawful associations and 
seditious newspapers and declare a state em- 
ergency when special tribunals would dis- 
place civil courts for the trial of grave crimes. 
The bill also would extend the death penalty 
to those carrying hidden arms. 

The Constitution amendment bill, which would 
prevent the introduction of legislation by the 
people by means of a petition for referendum. 
This is designed to checkmate the Republican 
plan to obtain abolition of the oath of alleg- 
iance by a petition which has already been 
started by de Valera. Should this bill pass, 
it would doubtless throw all the Republicans 
into the arms of the extremists. 

38. The electoral amendment bill, to prevent Par- 
liamentary candidature of men who when 


bo 


elected refuse to take the oath of allegiance in 

the Dail. 

Any lasting settlement of the crisis has 
been postponed until October, but many 
people feel that the Government’s bills 
would, if passed, defeat their own ends and 
throw Ireland back into turmoil. 

M. S. W. 
Latin America at Williamstown 
A T the Institute of Politics now in its 
seventh session at Williamstown, con- 
siderable interest has centered around the 
discussion of United States policy in Latin 
America. Some of the points debated at 
the Round Table under the chairmanship 
of Professor W. R. Shepherd were: 

1. The hegemony of the United States 
in the political affairs of the South Ameri- 
can continent, with a consequent lack of 
any balance of power. 

2. The tendency in Latin American 
politics towards “spheres of influence” ex- 
clusive to the United States. 

3. The failure of Pan-Americanism to 
form a basis for political cooperation be- 
tween Latin American states and the 
United States. 

4. The changing character of the Mon- 
roe Doctrine. “Under the designation of 
Monroe Doctrine, we of the United 
States,” declared Professor Shepherd, 
“think ourselves authorized to do in and 
to Latin American republics whatever in 
our opinion is beneficial to ourselves and 
to them. The outcome certainly appears 
to effect the replacement of the original 
idea of potential aggression from Europe 
by the present conception of potential 
trouble from the Latin American countries 
themselves, which might render them and 
not European nations ‘dangerous to our 
peace and safety’ and capable of manifest- 
ing an ‘unfriendly disposition toward the 
United States’.” 
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5. That “sooner or later, so Jong as the 
interests of our country and our people 
continue their southward trend and our 
small neighbors in the pathway obstruct, 
or for our pace proceed too slowly 
along the borders of international life and 
enterprise, the chances of their eventual 
absorption, economic, if not also political, 
may be merely a matter of time.” 

These points have been debated and 
various views have received expression. 
Professor Shepherd advocates an institute 
which would be entirely devoted to a study 
of the problems of inter-American rela- 
tions. He believes that this is the only 
way that the people of the two Americas 
can reach a basis of understanding. 

G. N. 
Notes 

The term of the General Claims Com- 
mission between the United States and 
Mexico, set up in September, 1923, has 
been extended for a time not exceeding two 
years from August 30, 1927. This Com- 
mission has been examining claims for 
loss or damage accruing prior to Septem- 
ber 8, 1923. Fifty-one American, and nine 
Mexican claims have already been ex- 
amined, and a total of forty-one awards 
made. It has been pointed out that this 
Commission has no powers to examine 
questions arising out of the Mexican Land 
and Oil Law controversy. 


The recent rebellion in Bolivia is simply 
another indication of the capacity for 
blind following, inherent in a mass of 
uneducated people. Lured by promises of 
a new Incan Empire in which they would 
have their share of the land, 80,000 In- 
dians revolted in various parts of the in- 
terior of the Republic. Editorials in 
Bolivian newspapers, following the ac- 
cepted tradition established by Mexico 
and Chile, suspect Communists of inciting 
the rebellion. However, not much was 
gained in the effort, as clubs and sling- 
shots proved again to be poor weapons 
when pitted against modern arms. 


The United States and Soviet Russia 
have sent delegates to the Third General 
Conference on Transit and Communica- 
tions which met in Geneva on August 23 
under the auspices of the League of Na- 
tions. Hugh Wilson, United States Min- 
ister to Switzerland, heads the American 
delegation. 


The conclusion of a Russian-Persian 
commercial treaty adds one link to the 
chain of political and economic ties be- 
tween the U. S. S. R. and the countries 
of the Middle East. The foreign trade 
of Persia before the war was predomin- 
antly Russian. Following the revolution 
it declined and considerable friction arose 
between the two governments over the 


Soviet monopoly of foreign trade and So- 
viet restrictions upon Persian exports. By 
the terms of the present treaty, the 
amount of Persian goods to be imported 
into Russia will be limited in proportion 
to Russian exports to Persia, fixed at 
twenty-five million rubles. 


BOOK REVIEWS 
EUROPE 


How Europe Made Peace Without America, by 
Frank H. Simonds, New York, Doubleday, Page 
& Co., 1927. 

A well-written interpretation of post-war de- 
velopments emphasizing the fundamental differ- 
ences between Europe and the United States. 
Written by a prominent American journalist who 
has had unparalleled opportunities for observa- 
tion both at home and abroad, this work shows 
how Europe finally made peace at Locarno and 
Geneva without American assistance. 

A History of European Diplomacy, 1914-1925, 
by R. B. Mowat, London, Longmans, Green & Co., 
1927. 

A superficial and often inaccurate survey. 

Reports submitted (to the Republic of Poland) 
by the Commission of the American Financial 
Experts headed by Dr. E. W. Kemmerer, Warsaw, 
Ministry of Finance, 1926. 

A critical survey of the Polish economic situa- 
tion by the outstanding authority on currency 
stabilization. 


RUSSIA 

Soviet Union Year Book, 1927, New York, The 
Dial. 

This is the third edition of one of the best 
references on Russian affairs. 

The Russian Revolution, by Lancelot Lawton. 
London, Macmillan and Co., 1927. 

An interesting effort to cover this vast subject. 
Personal experiences predominate. 

The Famine in Soviet Russia, 1919-1923, by 
H. H. Fisher, New York, The Macmillan Co., 
1927. 

An intimate account of the activities of the 
American Relief workers in Russia. A _ non- 
political work which gives valuable sidelights on 
conditions and personages in Russia. 


NEAR EAST AND AFRICA 

The Lost Oases, by A. M. Hassanein Bey, New 
York, Century Co., 1925. 

A. readable account of a unique journey of 
over 2,000 miles in the western desert of Egypt, 
including an appendix on the cartographical re- 
sults of the expedition. 

France, Spain and the Rif, by Walter B. 
Harris, New York, Longmans, Green & Co., 1927. 

A historical account of events in Morocco up 
to the surrender of Abdel Krim as told by a 
correspondent of the London Times. 


FAR EAST 

Resident Orientals on the American Pacific 
Coast: Their Legal and Economic Status, by E. 
G. Mears, New York, Institute of Pacific Rela- 
tions, 1927. 

A preliminary report prepared for the July, 
1927 Conference at Honolulu, well documented 
and containing valuable tables. Copies may be 
secured from the office of the Institute in Hono- 
oe or from 129 East 52nd Street, New York 

ity. 

Ores and Industry in the Far East, by H. 
Foster Bain, Council on Foreign Relations, Inc., 
New York, 1927. 

An analysis of ores and industry in the Far 
East, illuminating for those who wish to under- 
stand the possibilities of future Oriental indus- 
trial competition. 
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